
CS 10A – GETTING STARTED: MAC, OSX

Environment Setup for MacOS
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Environment Setup – MacOS (1/7)

Open up Terminal

(Go > Utilities > 

Terminal) or Ctrl+Alt+T
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Environment Setup – MacOS (2/7)

Go to website 

brew.sh

Copy the command 

as shown and 

paste it into 

Terminal
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Environment Setup – MacOS (3/7)

Once copied into Terminal, hit 

Return to run that command. 

Press Return to continue 

installation if prompted.

If you have a user password, 

enter it when prompted (it will 

not appear on the screen as 

you type it in) and press Enter 

to confirm the installation.
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Environment Setup – MacOS (4/7)

When the installation finishes, 

enter the following command 

to install the compilers.

brew install gcc

Press enter and let the 

installation run.
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Environment Setup – MacOS (5/7)

After the installation finishes, 

try running the command g++.

If the next line says g++, then 

proceed with installing Vim on 

page 7.

If the next line says clang

instead, proceed with the 

commands on page 6. We 

need to reassign the g++ 

command to run the g++ 

compiler instead of clang.
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Environment Setup – MacOS (6/7)

NOTE: Only follow this page if your 
g++ command returns clang in 
response.

Run the following commands in the 
order shown.

cd /usr/local/bin/

ln –s g++-10 g++

Note that the -10 in the above 
command reflects the version number 
of g++ as of FA20. The image on the 
right is from when g++ v8 was still in 
effect. This command is subject to 
change. See instructor for additional 
help if you’re still seeing clang.

Once that’s done, close Terminal, log 
out, and log back in. Or just restart your 
computer.
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Environment Setup – MacOS (7/7)

Run the following command in 

the order shown to install Vim 

onto Terminal.

brew install macvim
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Access Terminal Files through MacOS Finder

Since Terminal is already a 

part of the MacOS by default, 

it’s easy to find where the files 

you create are stored. 

You can see where you 

currently are in Terminal with 

the pwd command.

Navigate to this path using 

Finder. The root directory 

starts from your hard disk 

drive.
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