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Course Syllabus 







       MUSC 5ABCD Jazz Improvisation 1, 2, 3, 4 



Spring 2023


Days/Times
Monday/Wednesday 12:00PM – 1:30PM



 Room
Forsyth Hall, room 115


    Instructor 
Bennett Friedman




  Office
Forsyth Hall, room 147



  Phone
(707) 527-4255



Office Hours
MW 9AM-11AM



  Email
bfriedman@santarosa.edu 

Catalog Description
This course provides instrumental students with the tools and techniques for jazz improvisation at a beginning level. Topics include scales, arpeggios, the elements of jazz harmony, the blues, and characteristic chord progressions. (Grade only) Transfer credit: CSU/UC. 

Prerequisite
N/A

Suggested Preparation

Ability to play major scales in all keys.
Textbook

Jamey Aebersold, Maiden Voyage (vol. 54 with CD) [required] 




Jamey Aebersold, Killer Joe (vol. 70 with CD) [required]
Student Learning Outcome

Students will be able to improvise on standard jazz repertoire in a jazz combo setting utilizing basic harmonic and melodic procedures.
Testing and Grading

Consistent attendance and class participation is crucial, as the class is highly interactive. Most class sessions consist of drills in all keys, scale patterns, arpeggio exercises, ear training (through instrumental “call and response”), and improvisational exercises based on pieces from the standard jazz repertoire.

A few times during the semester the entire class session will be devoted to a performance of the tune(s) we have been working on. Everyone will solo on each tune to the best of their ability, and rhythm section players should demonstrate good comping skills. (Students may be assigned to a combo for each performance and will listen to the other combos when they are not performing.) These performances are considered tests and are graded accordingly.  Students in MUSC 5B, C and D are expected to demonstrate a higher level of skills in testing and performances.
Final Exam: Wednesday, May 24, 10:00AM – 12:45PM

Final course grades are based on consistent class participation and overall performance.

Special Presentations

There will be special presentations with guest artists during the semester.  Students turn in notes of these events on the following class day.   
Emergency Evacuation Plan

In the event of an emergency during class that requires evacuation of the building, please leave the classroom immediately, but calmly. Our class will meet on the Forsyth north lawn to ensure that everyone got out of the building safely and to receive further instructions. If you are a student with a disability who may need assistance in an evacuation, please see me during my office hours as soon as possible so that we can discuss an evacuation plan.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

If you need disability-related accommodations for this course, such as a note taker, test-taking services, special furniture, use of service animal, etc., please provide the Authorization for Academic Accommodations (AAA letter) from the Disability Resources Department (DRD) to me as soon as possible. You may also speak with me privately during office hours about your accommodations. If you have not received authorization from DRD, it is recommended that you contact them directly. (DRD is located in Pioneer Hall on the Santa Rosa campus, and in Petaluma Village on the Petaluma Campus.

