Mandarin:
an easier language

e minimal unit of meaning: a character

e Character: a mono-syllable word with tone

® B R
|
WO al ni

| love you



Writing

e English: Alphabetic
- Meaning: Unique sound
- dog vs. cat

e Mandarin: Ideographic
- Meaning: Unique Form
¥@ gdu dog
2 gou if (archaic)



What is equivalent to an

English word?

A WORD is made of 1, 2, 3 or 4 characters

orén A
enan-rén BEA
eni-rén Z A
eda-rén A

eZhongguod-rén H[E A[F

&I

]

person
male-person—>man
female-person—>woman

adult

\O]

5] China-person—>Chinese

eMoxige-rén =PaSf A Mexico-person—>Mexican




Basic constructs

e Basic Word Order: SV O
Wo al ni
| love you
e Serial Vs: V1 V2 V3...

Wo yao xué Zhongwen
| want learn Chinese



How to make a questions?

Add Q-word: No auxiliary, no order change

- NI ai wo ma?
You love me Q7

- NI ai sheéi?
You love who?

- NI xithuan shéenme?
You like what"?



How to negate?

e Add negation marker: Bu vs. Méi

- State: NOT True
WO bu ai ni
| NOT-true love you
- Event: Mei = NOT exist-not realized
WO mel ai ni
| NOT-happen love you



Case and person
distinctions

e NO case: nominative=accusative
Wo ai ni | love you

Ni  ai wo You lovel
e NO inflections: no -s on the 3rd person singular

Wo ai Ta ai Tamen ai
| love He loves They love



Number:
Singular vs. Plural Noun

* No number marking on nouns:

yi  bén shu
One Classifier book ‘a book’

iang ben  shi
Two Classifier book ‘two books’



How to distinguish tense?

e NO Tense marking on the verb:
Wo qu | go
W0 zudtian qu | yesterday go
W06 mingtian gu | tomorrow go

e Past: marked by time or completive aspect le
Wo qu le | go-completed

e Future: marked by verb of wanting yao
W0 yao qu | want go



TR [ F T ]

The Tone Sandhl

v A

l.ni hao ma nu

20 B > ' 4 7
ni hdo > ni hao
hén hado > hén hao
yu fa > yu fa
kéyi > ke yi

3. the 3rd 1s read aloud as a half 3rd tone
hén gao
hén da

.....




