Tones of Chinese Pinyin

Introduction of Chinese Pinyin Tones

Tones are an important part of Chinese, which are the variation of pitch within a syllable and are used to distinguish words
with same Pinyin. There are basically four tones and one neutral tone in Mandarin Chinese. The following chart illustrates
the four basic tones.

Basic Four Tone Marks

Tones Tone Marks Descriptions Examples

1st tone ma e E/BHE high level | da #5(take)
2nd tone ma 85F-/FH>F- high rising | da % (answer)
3rd tone ma A E7= low dipping | d& #T(hit)

4th tone ma #1275 high falling | da K (big)

The neutral tone, occurs on stressless syllables and has a pitch entirely determined by the tones of adjacent syllables.
However, a neutral will never act as the starting tone. Neutral tones are usually unmarked. For example, the red parts of
the following table are neutral tones.

mama 5 15/48 45 yéye FRER/FT nainai Y1)y baba &5
gége & wawa I jigjie hivh/ A0 A0 méimei ik
zhuozi £+ fangzi &1 bé&nzi A1 jingzi Bi /151
jinzi 4+ yinzi $R1-/4R 1 zaoshang H E disshang #t E
dingzi &1 /5] 1 mianhua 16 yingzi 51 yanzi #e+-




Tone Mark Placement

The tone mark is placed over the vowel if there is only one vowel letter.

bu

by

na

by

te

If there are two vowels, the tone mark is placed on the first, unless the first vowel is i or u.

kai

héi

r

qiu

tun

If there are three vowels in a syllable, the tone mark is placed on the middle one.

giong zhuang chuan
When the tone mark is place on i, the small dot is removed.
yi lin hut




