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Dialogue and Beyond
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• Dialogue is not conversation
• Say it without dialogue
• Match the dialogue to the character
• Get in late, get out early
• Don’t tell us what we already know
• Don’t tell us what we can see
• Hide exposition in conflict

Tips For Better Dialogue



• Text – What is being said
• Subtext – What is meant but not said
• Context – How the situation changes meaning

Levels of Meaning



• TONE & GENRE
• MAIN CHARACTER

• WORLD OF THE STORY

• THEME

• STORY QUESTION

• ESTABLISH THE PROTAGONIST’S IMMEDIATE NEED OR CHALLENGE

http://thescriptlab.com/screenplay/genre
http://thescriptlab.com/screenwriting/character/character-roles/959-your-hero-top-ten-rules-expanded
http://thescriptlab.com/screenwriting/story/location/119-the-world-of-the-story
http://thescriptlab.com/screenwriting/story/development/25-theme-three-points

