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Scene Heading:  Where and When

Int. Office – Day
Ext. Store – Day

Int.  Bedroom – Night
Ext. House -- Night

Int.  = Interior
Ext. = Exterior





Action Line:  What is happening

• Describe the action happening in the scene
• No internal monologues
• Very little exposition
• No back story
• Present tense





Character Name

• Select names with different first letters
• Capitalize on first use





Parentheticals

• For emotion
• Use sparingly!





Dialogue

• Keep it short. Remove unnecessary words.
• Refrain from regional and cultural accents.





Transitions

• Use sparingly
• To indicate end of a sequence
• Jarring cut in time or place

CUT TO:
FADE IN:
FADE OUT:
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1. Advance the plot?
2. Revolve around a want or need?
3. Contain: conflict, negotiation or seduction?
4. Offer a revelation?
5. End with a twist or a turn of fortune?
6. Show character development?

ALWAYS ASK: Does this scene….


