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VITICULTURE PROGRAM
Vineyard Management 
     
VIT 60     
Fall  2019
Merilark Padgett-Johnson, PhD    Instructor

Wednesdays     1:30 PM – 4:30  PM,     Rich Thomas classroom Shone Farm
Campus Phone:  707.527.4987           

email:        mpadgettjohnson@santarosa.edu
Office: Lark Hall 2093      Office hours:  Monday  3:30  – 5:00 PM, TH Noon – 1:30 PM, or call/email for an appointment.

Course Overview: This course addresses the responsibilities and issues that concern a vineyard manager.  Topics include cost analysis and budgeting of all vineyard operations, identification and collection of specific vineyard data necessary for making timely management decisions, promoting teamwork among vineyard personnel, compliance with regulatory agencies, GPS/GIS technologies, vineyard data management software programs, grape contracts, and cooperating with wineries, grower representatives, consultants and vendors. 

Course Objectives:
Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to set up a business plan and annual budget for a vineyard.  The student will be able to identify what and where the resources are necessary for efficient operations.  The student will be able to discuss how various vineyard data will impact management decisions, and where to find pertinent information.  The student will be able to describe proper hiring, training and supervisory practices.  The student will be able to identify and discuss all regulatory agencies with jurisdiction over vineyard development and maintenance, including the record keeping and documentation required by each agency.  The student will be able to explain the current technologies and data management software programs that aid vineyard decision-making.  The student will be able to discuss grape contracts and the dynamics of winegrape/wine economics.

Learning Materials:
 

Textbooks: 
Recommended:    The Code of Sustainable Winegrowing Practices Third Edition, the Wine Institute and  California Association of Winegrape Growers   
Growers Guide to Environmental Regulations and Vineyard Development, SAREP, UCD
Trade Journals:   American Vineyard,  Grape Grower,  Wine Business Monthly.  
Websites:           www.sonomawinegrape.org     Sonoma County Wine Commission



www.rrvw.org                             Russian River Valley Winegrowers



http://asev.org                            American Society for Enology and Viticulture

http://www.cawg.org                California Association of Winegrape Growers



http://iv.ucdavis.edu                 Integrated Viticulture



www.ngr.ucdavis.edu                 National Grape Registry

                             www.piercesdisease.org             CDFA webpage Pierce’s Disease research updates



http://cesonoma.ucdavis.edu/viticulture717/       Sonoma County Cooperative Extension

Course Requirements and Policies:
This class meets only once per week, so attendance is important and each student is expected to attend all classes.  If the student has special circumstances that result in absences, it is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor.  Otherwise, more than three absences may result in an “instructor drop”, but do not assume that you will be dropped; contact the instructor.  The student is responsible for material covered in lecture, hand-outs, and material covered by guest speakers.  For each speaker, students will submit a one paragraph summary, turned in on-line on the Canvas webpage, or printed hard copy.  The student will choose one speaker and prepare a written in-depth critique, and also be presented orally in class.  The term project is a written annual business plan/budget for a vineyard, and each student will present their plans to the class as the Final Exam.  There will be a 10% deduction per day for assignments turned in late.  
Grading:
Weekly Speaker Summaries 44%      In-Depth Speaker Critique Written 18%

In-Depth Speaker Critique Oral presentation 10%        Term Project Vineyard Budget Written  22%
Final Exam Oral Presentation Vineyard Budget 6%
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	Week
	Date
	Topic 
	Guest Speaker

	1
	8-21
	Orientation, Students choose speaker for in-depth reports.

How RCD Can Help Growers
	 Craig Macmillan
Goldridge Resource Conservation District

http://www.goldridgercd.org/

	2
	8-28
	Sonoma County Winegrape Commission

Winegrape Industry Status
	Karissa Kruse, President SCWC

http://www.sonomawinegrape.org

	3
	9-4

	Vineyard Financing

Agricultural Loans
	Cody Radelfinger, Ag Loan Officer

American Ag Credit

http://www.agcredit.net

	4
	9-11

	Healthy Grapevine Propagation Materials

Working with Grapevine Nurseries
	Dr. James Stamp

Stamp Associates Professional Viticultural Services

http://www.jamesstamp.net  

	5
	9-18


	Pest Control Advisor

Integrated Vineyard Pest and Disease Management
	Laura Breyer

Breyer’s Vineyard IPM service

breylau@aol.com  

	6
	9-25

	Vineyard Water Management 


	Dr. Mark Greenspan, Viticulturist

Advanced Viticulture

http://www.advancedvit.com

	7
	10-2

	Monitoring Vineyard Pests & Diseases

Vine Mealybug / Fan Leaf Virus

European Grapevine Moth 


	Monica Cooper  
UCCE Farm Advisor Napa County
http://cenapa.ucanr.edu/about/contact/?facultyid=4979

	8
	10-9


	Pesticide Use Enforcement and Reporting

Exotic Pests and Trapping
	Travis Howard, Agricultural Biologist

Sonoma County Agriculture Commissioner’s Office  http://www.sonoma-county.org/agcomm/ag_division.htm 

	9
	10-16

	Historical Perspective of Sonoma County Winegrape Industry 

Grape Contracts
	 Mel Sanchietti 

http://www.sanchiettifarming.com/

	10
	10-23

	University of California Co-operative Extension

Viticultural Topics in Sonoma County
	Rhonda Smith, Farm Advisor

http://cesonoma.ucdavis.edu/Viticulture717/


	11
	10-30

	Class cancelled
	

	12
	11-6

	Class cancelled
	

	13
	11-13

	Planting Feasibility

Vineyard Costs Analysis

Vineyard Budgeting
	Greg Adams  

Beyond the Vine

http://beyondthevine.com/Beyond_the_Vine/Home.html

	14
	11-20


	Strategies for Managing Vine Nutrition and Soil Fertility


	Dr. Paul  Anamosa, Soil Scientist & Viticulturist

Vineyard Soil Technologies

http://www.vineyardsoil.com  

	15
	11-27
	Work on Vineyard Budgets

	16
	12-4

	Vineyard Management

Vineyard Labor
	Chris Bowland

Bowland Vineyard Management

http://rrvw.org/location/bowland-vineyard-management/

	17
	12-11
	Guest speaker cancelled

	

	18
	12-18
	Final exam  - student presentations of their vineyard budgets


