Analysis of argument in favor on the PLA (Martin Bennett’s “Close to Home” article.
Issue:  Should SRJC proceed with a PLA for a portion of  Measure H projects:

Primary Thesis:  The current PLA at SRJC is good public policy.
Secondary Thesis: The current PLA is supported by rigorous academic research and analysis.

Reasons in support of the Secondary; From the Phillips study projects at t he College of Marin and 88 community colleges, PLAs do not reduce the number of bidders nor increase the costs.

PLA’s ensure as steady supply of qualified workers. 

Skilled work force reduce costly mistakes

PLA’s eliminate work stoppage and strikes.

The above fit as reasons in support of the secondary thesis

Reasons the directly support the primary thesis

PLA’s provide apprenticeship programs which could benefit SRJC students

PLA’s target local employees

A journey man union electrician can earn $98,592 annually 

PLA’s help reduce economic inequality (Perhaps another secondary thesis supported by the just above.)

Assurances; Peter Phillips an economist professor at the University of Utah and visition scholar at UC Berkeley Labor Center

Cornell University School of Industrial Relations

Consideration of Counter Argument:  Opponents argue PLA’s drive up labor costs.

Refutation of Counter Argument: The Phillips study:  PLAs do not reduce the number of bidders nor increase the costs.

Level of language:  Descriptive, $98,592 in wages; 50% or more are local workers; do not reduce costs, etc.  Normative; good public policy, skilled workers, rigorous academic research:  Prescriptive; Good public policy must be based on peer review, empirical research.
Warrant; The statement at the end, PLA”s are good  public policy. Comes close.  It is a general claim about PLA.s.  Using the Whenever Clause:  Whenever there is a proposed PLA, then there will be benefit and the result will be good public policy

Analysis of  Argument against PLA

Primary Thesis:  The PLA amounts to a giveaway and is not needed.
Secondary Thesis: The PLA violates voter trust
Secondary Thesis:  PLA’s drive up the costs of construction.

Reasons:  The Bertolini Student Center and the Doyle Library were completed without a PLA

Studies show that PLA’s drive up the cost of construction by 13 to 15% more.  The Bertolini Center would have costs 2.5 million had there been a PLA

Contractors would pay double, one for their own retirement and another for union retirement

Assurance for the above; National University System Institute  for Policy Research.

The Builder of the Bertolini Student Center

Counter Argument (implied)

Workers receive higher wages under a PLA;
Refutation of Counter;  All are paid prevailing wages.

Level of Language:  Descriptive: 2.5 million higher, 13 to 15% higher, 78000 square foot; contractors would pay double, one for their own retirement and another for union retirement
Normative; giveaway,  betray trust

Warrant:  Whenever there is a PLA it will drive up costs.
Whenever there is a vote on a capital improvement bond voters should know about labor agreements. 
