At this point we usually need to discuss questions about opinion and fact. As a warning,  Strunk and White caution starting a sentence with “The fact is..”  “If you are possessed of the truth or of the fact simply state it”
  Elsewhere; “It should (fact) be revised out of every sentence in which it occurs.”  e.g. “the fact that I had arrived”  “my arrival”  


A point of grammar often leads to a deeper issue in philosophy.  To this end,  I have looked at what others have said on this distinction in an effort to see if I could get some clarity.  Here is a sample of what I found

“A fact is a statement that can be proven true or false”
“An opinion is an expression of a person’s feeling that cannot be proven”
“Opinions can be based on facts or emotions”
“An opinion is only a belief”

“Facts are true statements, opinions are not”

“Facts are about the way the world is. Opinions are about how we know about the world”

“Opinions are about a state of affairs determined entirely by human convention about which no objective claim can be made”

“Opinions are not known by conclusive arguments, but are based on controversial arguments”

 “’Ronald Reagan’s vice president was Al Gore.’ This state is a statement of fact.  It just happens to be a false fact.”

Let me try to group some of these in order to get a better grasp.  
There are some that hover around a connection to statements, e.g. 

1. “A fact is a statement that can be proven true or false”

2. “Facts are true statements, opinions are not”

3. “’Ronald Reagan’s vice president as Al Gore.’ This state is a statement of fact.  It just happens to be a false fact.”

Right away we see a contradiction between 1,2 and 3, but there may be some advantage of tying “fact” to statements and then seeing the connection of “is true” to statements.  So maybe we can say that a fact is a statement to which “is true” can be correctly applied.  This puts “fact”  on the knowledge side of the equation.  
However, from the above we see another thread; facts are things in the world.  For example:

4. “Facts are about the way the world is.

5. “Opinions are about state of affairs determined entirely by human convention about which no objective claim can be made”

Number 5 seems to imply that facts, unlike opinions are about states of affairs not determined by human convention.  See footnote about clocks

Four and Five above seem to put “fact” the ontological side of the equation, that is, things in the world, like the weather, floods, trees, birds, etc.  I have encountered persons who seem to think this way, but when I asked them to bring in a fact, all they could do was bring in birds, trees, but not floods or the weather.   
It is always useful to examine how these troubled  philosophical words are actually used in non philosophical ways.  Nancy Pelosi said the other day something like we need to let the Special Investigation to the Russian hacking go forward to reveal the facts.  Investigation and facts seem to go together is similar contexts.  I think we can understand this to mean that the statements the investigators make are true and that the accurately reveal the events. This captures both the epistemological and the ontological sides of the equation.
Notice too I have not said anything about the opinion side of the distinctions.  Several years ago I used two passages from the New York Times to tackle this question.  Here they are:
Let me start with two examples that someone might say are pure opinion.  The first comes from an art review by Roberta Smith of an exhibit in New York of the painter Pousette‑Dart  (New York Times, August 17)  The second is written by a group of U.S. Army sliders who have served in Iraq.  (New York Times Op‑Ed page, August 19)  Notice that the second example could be said of Iraq today.
The art review first:


Pousette‑Dart's art exemplifies the exultation of material that courses through much American painting.  In this approach, paint is used robustly, often in a workmanlike if not obsessive fashion, with the hope of ascending to another realm.  Sometimes his fusion of flesh and spirit is so ostentatious that in descends to kitsch.  At other times it has a hallucinatory force.


Sometimes the surface goes dark and muddy, with lighter patches functioning as painting in their own right..
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From the second example:


Viewed from Iraq at the tail end of a 15‑month deployment, the political debates in Washington is indeed surreal.  Counterinsurgency is, by definition, a competition between insurgents and counterinsurgents for the control and support of a population. To believe that Americans, with an occupying force that long ago outlived its reluctant welcome, can overcome a recalcitrant local population and win this counterinsurgency is far‑fetched.   
These words clearly express the beliefs of the authors, one about the paintings and the other about a political situation.  What is important to see is that they are beliefs about things in the world; what I have called elsewhere, Type 1 statements.  We should also note that the words used to express these things about the world are not value neutral.  To call something "kitsch" is to say that it is tawdry, vulgar or pretentious.  To say that a view is surreal is to say that it is out of touch with reality.  On the other hand, to say of a work of art that it has hallucinatory force is to praise it, while to say of a political view that it is hallucinatory is to condemn it.  

And there are or could be disputes about each of these beliefs.

No harm is done if this is all that is meant when someone says these are opinions.  But notice that in certain contexts, the same things can be said about our alleged fact; "it is raining."  If said today in Sonoma County, it would be a good thing (until the harvest begins; then it is a bad thing), if said in Louisiana  on June 23 it would be a bad thing.

These are beliefs held by people with credentials, people with experience and expertise in their fields.  

Calling these opinions is ok, but the important issue is whether they are true about these things in the world.  And what we do in this case is to examine those things in the world.  We go to the exhibit of Pousette‑Dart and look at the paintings, we conduct surveys and interview of citizens in Iraq  In short, we ask if these opinions are facts, nor near facts, or partial facts, and this should tell is that the opinion fact distinction  is suspect.

Maybe what we should do is reserve "opinion" for statements about the future, or distant past.  However, in both the case of future and distant past we might need to add the further qualification, "and about which there is some doubt."  There is something odd about saying, "In my opinion, Socrates was older than Plato" or "In my opinion, this autumn will by followed by winter."
In the quotes at the beginning of this discussion there is tying opinion to an expression as in an expression of a feeling or impression.  I think there is some insight there, the problem is a missing preposition—“about."  “Ouch” is an expression without a preposition; it is not about anything, it is the expression of pain.  As we saw about the opinion it is an expression about works of art.  

I think it is useful to treat “fact” is a similar way, in short it is an expression of certainty in a context where there is some doubt as well.  It would be odd to say that it is a fact that the American Thrush is also called a Robin, but not odd to say that is a fact that Robins migrate.  Some one who is just learning about Robins might say, In my opinion, Robins migrate. 

There is no doubt more to be said on this topic, but let me offer the following;
· Opinions that are supported by reasons might as well be treated as facts.

· The word “fact” when properly used is a signal that the speaker is ready with reasons.

· Not every declaration that we make is in need of support with reasons. Sometimes we make casual or inconsequential utterances. 

· Giving reasons as a persuasive activity is more successful when there is a set of shared assumptions, values and outlooks among the parties involved.   Providing reasons why Juniperro Serra should made a saint to an atheist is not going to be very successful. 

· We study the relationship between reasons and conclusions because we want to do it correctly.

· The study of giving reasons is in the realm of the knowable.  We are able to conduct the study in public and the expression "private reason" is a contradiction.  Someone who says, "I have my reasons and I will not let you in on them."  is not giving reasons. 

· The rules of correct reasoning are similar to the rules of grammar.  Some rules of grammar are arbitrary, and some play a crucial role in determining the meaning of what we say.

� Elements of Style P. 60


� Some of these come from a handout I have seen on campus others from a critical thinking text book


� At one level a clock is a collection of wheels, springs, figures and stops.  Human convention turns them into clocks. The answer to What time is it? could be an opinion or a true statement.
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