Points to cover and discuss in the Prairie Dog article:
The environment and their life


Subterranean societies, coming out to look for food during  the day


They venture few feet from the borrow 


Upon the appearance of danger they give a shrill shout and return under ground

Slobodchikoff


His years of research


Professor of biology at Northern Arizona Univesity.

What his research revealed


Their cries identify:

· Type of Predator

· Size

· Shape 

· Speed

· Color

They can combine the structure of their calls to describe  something they and never seen.

So complex than it is nothing less than language

Rejects the idea that animal language is unique to the species;  we may eventually communicate with animal language.

Language Issues;

Our work on Language issues; The list from the Primer 

A.  Descriptive (including what we call Type 1):  Claims we make about the world that lend themselves to some quantitative measure or direct observation.  This includes claims that something is true about the world.  Examples include; writing instructions (different from giving instructions—see below), defining, clarifying, explaining, answering questions.

B.  Interrogative:  Asking questions, inquiring, seeking information, wondering, puzzling, etc.

C.  Prescriptive: Expressions that call for some action; giving commands, advice, guidance, directions, issuing warnings.

D.  Expressive (including what we called earlier, Type 2):  Using language to reveal personal states and attitudes; cheering, cursing, venting, and muttering and uttering. There are examples in this category that look a bit like Type 1 statements, e.g. “I have a headache,” “I am feeling joyous,”  These words often substitute for the expressive utterance “Ouch” and “Wow.”  Some have thought that since the expression cannot be mistaken, the expression is therefore certain.  Underlying this view is the claim that having the experience involves having the belief and since the experience is not mistaken, the belief is certain.  A belief that has no dimension of uncertainty is a very odd idea, but we can discuss this as a matter of philosophy.  
E.  Normative (including what we called earlier Type 1 value):  Claims of value, including practical value (useful-worthless), aesthetic value, (beautiful-ugly), human moral value (honest-mendacious), functional value (healthy-sick), financial value (you can earn 5%--inflation is higher than the interest), intrinsic value (parental love-child abuse)

F.  Argumentative: Using language to influence, persuade, and convince through reasons.


What is the origin of language?  Did the mind create language or did language create the mind?  Spelled out; did thought and consciousness precede or was it the other way?

Hockett’s characterization:


Distinct sounds with specific meaning


Ability to speak outside you environment

The objection: anthropocentrism
The  irrelevant departure to other animals and species and the monkey work of his former professor Peter Marler

Methods of his research including different types of dogs and different dress and shapes of human who wandered through the community: They sounds displayed “productivity” 

Dog big yellow fast; human small blue slow.
Objections:


Stephen Anderson.  Language must be more than symbols or phrases, but syntax, ability to combine symbols in an infinite array of sentences; The pineapple example. 

Your take on the language question. 

� And here things can get murky. “I hope tomorrow will be warmer” is by all accounts and expression of type D.  But then “I hope you will let the General Flynn issue go”.  There is a case to be made for being type C and we might call this a pure semantic debate.  See Senator Harris’ aside during the James Comey testimony.    





