ANTHRO 1l: BIOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY LAB
Spring 2019
Instructor: Dr. Nicole Slovak


Course Info:
E-mail: nslovak@santarosa.edu 



Section: 5573
Phone: (707) 521-7884




Room: Emeritus 1594

Office Location: Emeritus 1539



Day and Time: Wed. 2-5pm

Office Hours:
M: 12:00-2:00; TTH 12-1:30
COURSE DESCRIPTION
ANTHRO 1L is an introductory laboratory course that uses scientific methodology to explore and experiment with topics from Introduction to Biological Anthropology (ANTHRO 1) lectures.   Major topics to be covered include cell biology, genetics, human osteology, primate anatomy and social behavior, and the human fossil record.  Additional topics may include human variability, medical anthropology, forensic anthropology, environmental challenges to hominins, and human impact on the environment.  The course is designed for non-majors; however students must be currently enrolled in or have already completed Physical Anthropology 1 in order to enroll in the class.
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
1.  Distinguish scientific methodology from other methods of evaluation or thinking.
2.  Distinguish a variety of primate and/or hominid evolutionary patterns over time.
3.  Assemble or organize specimens and/or models used in physical anthropology (skeletal, dental, genetic).
4.  Evaluate and debate social, cultural, environmental, and other influences on hominin adaptation and survival over time.
COURSE FORMAT

ANTHRO 1L is a laboratory course.  As such, the emphasis is on hands-on activities, exercises, films, and discussion rather than lecture.  Throughout the course, students will work directly with skeletal materials, artifacts, and three-dimensional models in order to explore humans and their place in nature. Each class will revolve around 1-2 topics, which will be introduced by the instructor at the start of each class.  Given the extended nature of the class (3 hours per meeting), there will be a 15 minute break mid-way through each class meeting.  There will be no opportunity to work with materials or view films outside of class; thus attendance is absolutely necessary in order to do well. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS


Text Books:
There is one required text for the course.  Students are expected to bring their lab manuals with them to class as there are a number of in-class exercises that will come directly from the manual.    



Required text: Soluri, K. Elizabeth and Agarwal, Sabrina C.  
2016.  Laboratory Manual and Workbook for Biological Anthropology: Engaging with Human Evolution. W.W. Norton: New York.
For various pricing options, see wwnorton.com
Quizzes:
There will be 3 quizzes throughout the semester.  Quizzes will cover 3 of the 5 major themes presented in class: 1.) Genetics; 2.) Human Osteology; and 3.) The Fossil Record. Except for the first test (human genetics), all quizzes will be lab practicals in which students will be shown various lab specimens and asked to identify important characteristics about each specimen.   This format may be unfamiliar to you, but regular attendance in class will give you experience with the format and types of questions that will be asked.  The third quiz is scheduled during SRJC’s Final Exam Period and CANNOT be rescheduled.

 ***You must be ON TIME to these quizzes.  Late students will not be accommodated.  Make-up exams are given only in an emergency.  Students should notify me by phone or e-mail within 24 hours of missing a quiz to schedule a make-up.  If you fail to contact me in a timely matter, you will not be allowed to make-up the exam and you will receive no credit for the exam.  
Zoo Report: 
Students will be asked to complete a report on primate behavior based on an independent, out-of-class visit to the Primate Discovery Center at the San Francisco Zoo.  If you are unable to attend the zoo in person for a legitimate reason (including monetary), you must notify me at least two weeks before the project is due so that an alternative assignment can be arranged.   More specifics on the project will be provided in class.  Feel free to check out schedules and directions at the SF Zoo’s website: http://www.sfzoo.org/
Homework:
Because this is a 1-unit course, you will not have homework for this class.  Occasionally I may assign recommended short readings from your text for the following week’s class.  The readings are meant to provide a foundation for what you will be learning in class.  You will not be expected to memorize everything in the text, however.  You will be tested only on the information we cover in-class.   

Lab 


Worksheets:
There will be lab exercises that will be due at the end of most classes.  These will mostly come from your lab manual.  Your effort and participation on these exercises will be tallied and counted toward your final grade.  
Attendance:
Students are expected to be present in class each week and regular attendance is necessary to pass the class. Students who miss 3 or more classes may be dropped from the class, per District policy on excessive absences. An excessive absence refers to absences that exceed 10% of the total hours of class time. For more information on District Attendance Policy, please see Policy 8.1.5P.
GRADING
20% Worksheets

20% Quiz 1

20% Quiz 2

20% Quiz 3
20% Zoo Report

SCHEDULE:
Specific readings and assignments can be found on the on-line course schedule posted on Canvas.  Occasionally readings or assignment due dates will change over the course of the semester.  It is imperative that students follow along on Canvas regularly so as to be aware of any changes. 

CLASS POLICIES

I. Lab Protocol: 

· Student must use pencils rather than pens in class

· No food is allowed in the lab

· If drinks are brought to class, they must be in a sealed container and placed on the side board of the classroom.

· All three-dimensional materials, particularly real skeletal materials and castes, must be handled carefully and remain at tables on foam padding unless otherwise instructed by your professor.  Students are expected to handle all lab materials with care and respect.
II. Academic Honesty


Students are expected to abide by the code of ethics established by Santa Rosa Junior College, which states “Academic dishonesty is regarded as any act of deception, benign or malicious in nature, in the completion of any academic exercise. Examples of academic dishonesty include cheating, plagiarism, impersonation, misrepresentation of idea or fact for the purpose of defrauding, use of unauthorized aids or devices, falsifying attendance records, violation of testing protocol, inappropriate course assignment collaboration, and any other acts that are prohibited by the instructor of record.”  Please see Policy 3.11 and 3.11P for further explanation of District Policy.

If students are caught doing any of the above during the semester serious consequences, including suspension, may result.  In addition, students who are caught cheating on an exam or plagiarizing another’s work will receive zero points for that test or assignment.  Also, students who are involved in falsifying attendance records will lose 10 points off of their final course grade in addition to facing possible suspension.

III. Electronics

All cell phones must be turned off for class!!! Checking e-mail or texting during class is unacceptable. If students are caught doing any of the above they will be dismissed from class for the day and marked as absent. Repeated incidences will result in a student being dropped from the course.



IV. Talking


Please, please, please ask questions; however, please do not engage in private conversations during class.  If necessary, disruptive students will be asked to leave the class and in a worst case scenario, they will be dropped from the course.


V. Timeliness and Absences

Students should be here on-time and be prepared to stay for the entire class.  I will not tolerate habitually late students as it is disruptive to the rest of the class.  Occasional absences are understandable.  Absences longer than one week must be reported to me.  It is up to the absentee student to get up to speed on what he or she has missed.  


VI. Office Hours and Contact Information


Office hours are listed at the start of the syllabus.  I encourage all students to swing by office hours, even if you don’t have a question about class.  The best way to get in touch with me is via e-mail.  I generally respond to all student e-mails within 24 hours.  If at all possible, please try to avoid leaving messages for me on my office phone.  If you must do so, please provide an e-mail address whereby I can respond (if necessary) to your phone call.  If for some reason you can not make it to my office hours, please let me know and we can set up an alternative time to meet.

 
VII. Emergency Evacuation Plan

In the event of an emergency during class that requires evacuation of the building, please leave the class immediately and in a calm manner. All students should meet at the food kiosk in front of Emeritus until directed elsewhere.  If you are a student with a disability who may need assistance in an evacuation, please see the instructor during my office hours as soon as possible so we can discuss an alternative evacuation plan. 

 
VIII. Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

If you need disability related accommodations for this class, such as a note taker, test taking services, special furniture, use of service animal, etc., please provide the Authorization for Academic Accommodations (AAA letter) from the Disability Resources Department (DRD) to your instructor as soon as possible. You may also speak with your instructor privately during office hours about your accommodations. If you have not received authorization from DRD, it is recommended that you contact them directly. DRD is located in Analy Village on the Santa Rosa campus, and Petaluma Village on the Petaluma Campus. 
