English 1A: College Reading and Composition (Puente!)
Section Theme: Language and Society

Instructor: Jessica Russell, English Department
E-mail: jrussell@santarosa.edu *I check and respond to e-mail regularly
Office Location: Call Bldg., 682
Office Phone: (707)778-2468
Office Hours: Mon. 11am-12pm and 3-5pm; Wednesday, 11am-12pm; Thur., 9-10am (online) and by appointment. Full schedule available at: http://online.santarosa.edu/homepage/jgreen/ 

_____________________________________________________________

Course Overview
Welcome to our English 1A Puente classroom community! For the next fourteen weeks we will be working as a class to interpret, discuss, and write about the ways social interactions – written and oral – define our ideas and society as a whole. This will be accomplished through a series of readings, class discussions, presentations, and formal papers. This section of English 1A is designed to advance your ability to actively engage with society through language. 
Because our society is evolving all the time, we will be using a range of resources throughout the semester, including excerpts from texts, news articles, blog entries, and other “living” documents. You will also play a part in providing the content for this course through selecting and sharing texts and resources that you find academically valuable.
Additionally, because we are all knowledgeable, perceptive individuals with something unique to contribute, within our class we are all students and teachers. The success of this course depends on your active participation on a continuous basis. On that note, I am prepared to work as assiduously as you in order to make this a successful semester. 
________________________________________________________________________
Required Texts and Technology
· *Texts provided by Equity Funds 
· Course Reader: Documents on Canvas
· Consistent access to a computer, printer, and the internet

· An English handbook (recommended) 
________________________________________________________________________
PALS and Transfer-Track Programs: 

This course is participating in SRJC’s Peer Assisted Learning Specialist (PALS) Program.  The PALS program seeks to increase student knowledge and skills by fostering community and persistence in the classroom.   PALS have the content knowledge and college know-how to help students succeed.  They are SRJC students and/or community members who provide tutoring to students and instructional assistance.  PALS will attend class, help with assignments, answer course questions, and provide assistance.  They are also available to tutor and lead study sessions as needed. 
PALS Contact Information: ________________________________

Petaluma Transfer Track classes provide General Education courses in a compressed semester format. The Transfer Track semester is 14 weeks long (compared to SRJC’s normal 18–week semester). Popular GE classes that meet IGETC (UC) and CSU transfer requirements have been selected to be offered in the Transfer Track schedule.
SRJC Student Learning Outcomes for English 1A: 

· Write a comprehensive, well-developed, and coherent expository essay with a focused thesis and appropriate support.

· Recognize and correct errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

· Identify and analyze argumentative, stylistic, and narrative techniques.

· Locate, summarize, synthesize and employ research in a well-developed and documented research essay.

· Employ correct use of MLA format and formal citations.

· Read, annotate, summarize, and discuss all kinds of academic college-level non-fiction and fiction.

· Comprehend and use college-level vocabulary.

· Explain the conventions of advanced academic discourse, including style, tone, point of view, and the importance of original thought in developing oral and written arguments.


_______________________________________________________________________
Required Assignments and Contributions
Reading assignments, groupwork, homework, essay drafts, and peer reviews make up the accumulative point totals for all major assignments. Assignments are scaffolded to assist in your success, and completing each part of the learning process is required to do well in this class.  
Required Assignments
· Group Research Project

  

              150 Points
· Immigration Research Essay
 



 100 Points
· Reading Assignments





 100 Points

· Social Issue Research Project                   
 

 250 Points
· Literature Assignments 
        
 
 
              200 Points
· In-class Assignments/Homework 



 200 Points

---------------

~ 1000 Points Possible

· Each essay will be evaluated for proficiency within specific skills that are pertinent to the assignment, as detailed in the corresponding rubrics.
· Many assignments and portions of major assignments are low-stakes, meaning you primarily receive credit for participation and or/ completion of the task. Polished drafts of essays are based on the following percentages:
________________________________________________________________

Paper Requirements – All assignments must adhere to MLA guidelines, as described in your handbook. We will review this in class, but become accustomed to using reference guides – print or online – as valuable reference tools. 
Late Papers – You have to do the work to pass this class, so make every effort to do it on time. That being said, we all have extenuating circumstances that arise on occasion, so I will accept late work, although your grade will suffer. On average, turning in a formal essay assignment past the designated due date will result in a 10% reduction in your essay grade (one letter grade) for each week the assignment is late. Many assignments may not be turned in late, so come to class and keep up on the assignments. 
Make-up Essay – Before the end of the semester you may revise one essay for a new grade. All revisions must be completed and turned into me by the date stated on your course calendar. To reflect the progress you have made, the grade earned on the revised essay will not be averaged with your initial grade. You may not revise an essay that was submitted late or plagiarized. 
Plagiarism – Don’t do it. There are a range of reasons, including the fact that it could lead to you failing this course due to receiving zero points on the plagiarized essay and not having enough points to pass. Perhaps more importantly, this class is designed to aid in all of the academic and professional writing college and life will require, which is more than enough motive to actively and honestly engage in the learning process. Also, if it appears that the plagiarism is blatant (ie. pulling a full essay or portion of an essay off the internet), I will report your offense to the college administration, which will be on your college record and could be grounds for further penalties. 
Major Essays – To be eligible for a passing grade, you must submit all formal essay assignments. You may not "opt out" of an essay, even if you have otherwise earned enough points. Also, you must earn a 70 percent average on major essays to pass this class. 
*Reminder: Most work in our class will be read by peer groups – write accordingly! 
________________________________________________________________________
Writing Process Support
This class is designed to challenge your abilities, but not to overwhelm you. Please contact me by e-mail, phone, or during my office hours with any questions pertaining to our course, or your college experience in general. I am happy to read and comment on ideas, drafts, or other areas of uncertainty. Additionally, the SRJC Writing Lab (Emeritus Building, 1629 or online at http://www.srjcwritingcenter.com/lab.html) offers free assistance to all students – take advantage of the expertise available! 
Library Resources
Santa Rosa Junior College has two large libraries that offer areas to study, exceptional librarians to assist you in your research, and a range of resources to support your academic needs. A full overview of the libraries and access to the online databases is available at http://www.santarosa.edu/library/. 
Disability Resource Department and Accommodations
Services and classroom accommodations are available for students with documented disabilities. Please contact the Disability Resource Department (DRD) if this applies to you. On the Petaluma Campus, the DRD is located in the Bertolini Student Center, Rm. 4844, and they are available by phone (707)527-4278 and email: disabilityinfo@santarosa.edu.

If you need disability related accommodations for this class, such as a note taker, test taking services, special furniture, etc., please provide the Authorization for Academic Accommodations (AAA letter) from the Disability Resources Department (DRD) to me as soon as possible. You may also speak with me privately about your accommodations; however, it is your responsibility to work with the DRD to procure accommodations that will aid in your success. If will often take several days for arrangements to be made, so make sure you leave ample time between when you request and subsequently need specific resources. 
Classroom Community Policies
Respect for Others – Within our classroom community we will be confronting a variety of highly debatable topics. For our discussions, peer reviews, and group work to be productive we must always respect others’ opinions. Within the first week of class we will decide as a community how to best accomplish and ensure this goal. Not abiding by the rules established by the class or within this syllabus could result in a two-day suspension from class, which will severely impact your grade and your ability to pass this class. Further, reentry into the class after a suspension requires that you sign a behavior contract with the dean of students. 
Attendance – We must all be present on a regular basis for our classroom community to be successful. Missing more than four classes will result in you being dropped from the class (per SRJC attendance policy). This rule is not a punishment; it is in place because it will be impossible for you to obtain the skills this course is designed to provide if you are not a present and active contributor. This policy will be enforced regardless of passing grades earned on assignments. 
Tardiness – Two late entrances are considered an absence. Please be considerate and be on time. We all have days when running late is the result of circumstances outside of our control, which I understand. However, if you are habitually late you will likely not pass the class.

Working with Technology – Likely many of you have a love/hate relationship with technology, as I do. I love it when it works and hate it when it doesn’t. That being said, a portion of this course is being conducted online, so you must have regular and reliable access to a computer and the internet. Also, you must be comfortable with online interactions and requirements (responding on discussion boards, submitting materials, etc.). Also, technical difficulties are not considered a valid excuse for late or missing assignments. 

Email Etiquette – Please email me with you questions and concerns; I respond to email regularly and value email communication as a way to connect with students. When emailing me, please include your name and the course you are in within the subject line (ex. Jessica Green: English 1A, 10:30am). Additionally, make sure the text of your email includes all necessary information regarding the purpose of your email. Lastly, please don’t email me asking questions that could be answered by course handouts or a classmate. 

Emergency Evacuation Plan – In the event of an emergency during class that requires evacuation of the building, please leave the class immediately, but calmly. Our class will meet in front of the library in the quad to make sure everyone got out of the building safely and to receive further instructions. If you are a student with a disability who may need assistance in an evacuation, please see me during my office hours as soon as possible so we can discuss an evacuation plan.
SRJC Student Conduct Standards – Please become familiar with these: http://www.santarosa.edu/for_students/rules-regulations/scs/section1.shtml
Academic Integrity – Please become familiar with SRJC’s guidelines regarding academic integrity, as they will be followed. They are available at: http://www.santarosa.edu/polman/3acadpro/3.11P.pdf 
Student/Teacher Privacy-laws – Students are protected by privacy-laws, so I can only discuss aspects a student’s academic progress with the student, not their parents.
Electronic Devices – Please use electronic devices – laptops, cell phones, tablets, etc. – only as academically necessary. Using devices for social or entertainment purposes will result in a “zero” for the day’s lesson or assignment. As the commercials state – “it can wait.” No new Facebook post or insignificant text is worth violating the Respect Contract created by this class and jeopardizing your grade. 
Eating In-Class – Please limit your in-class eating to small (quiet) snacks.
________________________________________________________________________

Brief Overviews of Major Assignments 

Reading Assignments and Logs
As we have discussed, this class is developed around the principle of creating a community of writers, educators, and thinkers. During most class meetings our regular reading assignments will be discussed as a class. Hearing multiple voices and opinions will allow us to maximize knowledge potential within each class meeting. 
A lack of student participation in reading discussions will result in random reading quizzes and extra writing assignments. All of the readings will assist you with the assignment you are working on – please come to class having actively read the assignment.  If you do not have a hard copy of the assignment or your reading log to refer to I will assume you have not read the assignment, which will result in a deduction of points from your course grade.

Occasionally we will be writing about the readings in an informal freewrite, often utilizing a concurrent quote, idea, or suggestion to assimilate our reading within an academic or global perspective. Freewrites are also an area to write ideas, comments, and questions regarding the readings. I will collect freewrites to review and offer responses.
Group Research Project and Presentation: Immigration
Although the American population is primarily immigrants, many issues connected to immigration remain to be ongoing matters of debate. For your first research assignment this semester, you will be selecting an aspect of immigration in America you would like to further research and present on to our class. 

Within Library 10 and our class, you will conducting some preliminary research queries to locate areas of immigration you may want to work with. From there we will select groups and move forward into the research process. As you research you will learn methods to evaluate and focus the evidence you locate, as well as the differences between resources. 

Your project will conclude with a collectively created annotated bibliography and presentation to the class, both of which must show an understanding of the context of your area of research and provide information that is part of a focused position. 

In-Class Essay: Immigration
To conclude our Research Project and Presentation unit, you will be writing an argumentative essay on an aspect of immigration, supporting your position from research you gathered throughout your project and from listening to and taking notes from your peers’ presentations. 
Service Learning: Writing Partners with Kenilworth Jr. High
Throughout the semester we will be participating in a service learning project, Writing Partners, by collaborating with students at Kenilworth Jr. High. This national project is designed to enhance social awareness and educational interconnectedness. Our partnership will culminate with an on-campus event at the Petaluma Campus of SRJC. 
Research Project: Understanding and Acting on a Social Issue

At this point in the semester we have learned research methods, enhanced our analytical skills, and practiced multiple modes of communication. To utilize and advance these skills, you will be writing a research-based essay that takes a position on a focused aspect of a current social issue. You will create an annotated bibliography with your initial research, which will assist in locating and articulating the focus of and connections between the texts you use to build your argument. 

You will be using books, journals, magazines, websites, and newspapers to locate the most pertinent information possible when presenting and supporting your position. Additionally, you must acknowledge and analyze at least one perspective that differs from the position you are taking within your topic. This alternative perspective may be opposite yours, or it may just be slightly different. Whatever the distinction may be, you must interpret and analyze the separation between the positions.
One of the objectives of this assignment is to learn about aspects of social issues from each other. To accomplish this goal, you will be giving a 3-4 minute presentation to our class on your topic. Additionally, you will pose a question to the class about your topic and lead a quick class discussion (similar to your Moodle forum post). 
Lastly, you will create a form of public discourse (letter, blog, informative booth, etc.) that aims to inform or encourage action. For example, you may write a letter to an organization that works directly with your topic, or you can perform a public demonstration (speech or picket) that relays necessary information about your topic and position. 
Literature Assignment: Short Story Analysis

Reading literature is a journey that begins with a text and ends with an enriched understanding of yourself, humanity, and the world. To conclude our literature unit you will be analyzing one of the short stories we read within a three-page essay, using textual evidence and sound reasoning to support your literary argument. 

*This syllabus and calendar are working documents and subject to change. 
Schedule: M/W, 12-2:20pm 	       Classrooms: Mon: Call, 657; Wed: Call 644








A+ (97-100), A (93-96), A- (90-92), B+ (87-89), B (83-86), B- (80-82)�C+ (77-79), C (73-76), C- (70-72), D+ (67-69), D (65-66), F (below 65)
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