Outlining and Planning the Song Essay
Introduction
· Introduce the song, the artist (and the writer?).  Explain any relevant information about context in which the song was written/performed.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Present thesis: “This song is important/valuable because…”  The ideas in the thesis should reflect the content of your paragraphs.
Jot down some rough ideas of what you want to cover in the introduction paragraph:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph 1
Topic Sentence: “One reason why this song is important is….”
Jot down some rough ideas and evidence that you want to cover in this paragraph:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph 2
Topic Sentence: “Another reason why this song is important is….”
Jot down some rough ideas and evidence that you want to cover in this paragraph:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph 3
Topic Sentence: “Another reason why this song is important is….”
Jot down some rough ideas and evidence that you want to cover in this paragraph:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph 4: COUNTER-ARGUMENT PARAGRAPH (this could be paragraph 1 or 4).
Topic Sentence: “There are some who don’t like this song because...”
Counter-Argument: Ideas and evidence for explaining why some people find the song offensive or controversial (include evidence):
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Response:  “Although I understand why the song makes some uncomfortable, but [explain why you disagree]_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion Paragraph
Touching back on some of the ideas explained in the body of paragraph, do one or more of the following to reflect on the significance of the song:
· Discuss the significance of the song for you.  This is where you can make the essay personal.
· Discuss the song’s artistic importance to your community
· Discuss the song’s importance to the historical/political/social moment
· What do we learn from appreciation of the song’s value?
Jot down some concluding ideas below:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
